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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et al. 
(US Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Ueda (US Patent # 5,485,202). 

[Claim 1] 

Ochi teaches the following: 

An electronic camera (figure 5:1b) comprising; 

an image-capturing device (figure 5: 1 1) for photographing that captures an image of a subject 
image passing through a taking lens (figure 5: 30a) and outputs image data (col 3 lines 6-11); 
an image-capturing device for scene analysis (figure 5:12) that is provided at a position 
conjugate with said image capturing device (figure 5: 1 1) for photographing relative to said 
taking lens (figure 5: 30a) and receives light from the subject image to output scene analysis 
image data (col. 3 lines 12-14); 

Ochi fails to teach the following: a gain calculation unit that calculates gain by using at least 
either image data corresponding to a large area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis 
or image data corresponding to a small area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis; 
and a gain adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated at said 
gain calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing device for photographing. 
However Ueda teaches that it is well known and used in the art to have a gain calculation unit 



Application/Control Number: 09/503,91 7 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2615 

(figure 1: 8, WB Control circuit can be read as a white balance gain calculation circuit) that 
calculates gain by using at least either image data corresponding to a large area (figure 2c) of 
said image-capturing device for scene analysis or image data corresponding to a small area 
(figure 2d) of said image-capturing device for scene analysis (col. 1 lines 63-67, col. 2 lines 1- 
14); and a gain adjustment unit (figure 1 : 7) that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain 
calculated at said gain calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing device 
for photographing (col. 2 lines 11-14). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Ochi and 
Ueda it is obvious to one skilled in the art to have a gain calculation unit that calculates gain by 
using at least either image data corresponding to a large area of said image-capturing device for 
scene analysis or image data corresponding to a small area of said image-capturing device for 
scene analysis; and a gain adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain 
calculated at said gain calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing device 
for photographing. Doing so would allow having an arrangement, which can control and adjust 
white balance gain as taught in Ueda (col. 1 lines 6-9). 
[Claim 2] 

An electronic camera according to claim 1, wherein: 

said large area is constituted of a plurality of first areas obtained by dividing the 
image-capturing area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis, into a unit area including 
a first specific number of pixels (Ueda, figure 2(c) discloses a plurality of areas having a first 
specific number of pixels in a unit area); 

and said small area is constituted of a plurality of second areas achieved by dividing the 
image-capturing area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis into a unit area including 
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a second specific number of pixels which is smaller than the first specific number (Ueda, figure 
2(d) discloses a plurality of areas having a second specific number of pixels in a unit area smaller 
than the first specific number); 



An electronic camera according to claim 1, wherein: said gain calculation unit (Ueda, figure 1: 8, 
WB Control circuit can be read as a white balance gain calculation circuit) selects image data of 
either said large area or said small area in correspondence to the type of subject and calculates 
gain based on the image data in the selected area (Ueda, col. 1 lines 11-15, The gain is calculated 
based on luminance (Yl) or color difference of a subject). 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et al. (US 
Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Ueda (US Patent # 5,485,202) as applied to claim 2 above in 
further view of Hirata (US Patent # 5,210,600). 



Ochi in view of Ueda teach the limitations of claim 2 but fails to teach "a decision-making unit 
that makes a decision as to whether or not there is an area having image data that are judged to 
indicate an achromatic color among said plurality of first areas and further makes a decision as to 
whether or not there is an area having image data judged to indicate skin color among said 
plurality of second areas if it is decided that there is no area with image data judged to indicate 
an achromatic color, wherein: if said decision-making unit decides that there is an area having 
image data that are judged to indicate an achromatic color, said gain calculation unit calculates 
gain based upon the image data in said area having the image data judged to indicate an 
achromatic color ; and if said decision-making unit decides that there is an area having image 



[Claim 3] 



[Claim 4] 
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data that are judged to indicate skin color, said gain calculation unit calculates gain based upon 
the image data in said area having the image data indicating skin color. However Hirata teaches 
that it is well known and used in the art that a decision-making unit (figure 1 : 6) that makes a 
decision as to whether or not there is an area having image data that are judged to indicate an 
achromatic color among said plurality of first areas and further makes a decision as to whether or 
not there is an area having image data judged to indicate skin color among said plurality of 
second areas if it is decided that there is no area with image data judged to indicate an 
achromatic color (col. 8 lines 9-28), wherein: if said decision-making unit (figure 1: 6) decides 
that there is an area having image data that are judged to indicate an achromatic color (col. 8 
lines 9-28), said gain calculation unit (figure 1: 6) calculates gain based upon the image data in 
said area having the image data judged to indicate an achromatic color (col. 13 lines 60-68, col. 
14 lines 1-19); and if said decision-making unit (figure 1: 6) decides that there is an area having 
image data that are judged to indicate skin color (col. 8 lines 9-28), said gain calculation unit 
(figure 1 : 6) calculates gain based upon the image data in said area having the image data 
indicating skin color (col. 8 lines 9-28, col. 13 lines 60-68, col. 14 lines 1-19). Therefore taking 
the combined teachings of Ochi, Ueda and Hirata it would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify Ochi in view of Ueda to have the above limitations. 
Doing so would reduce the amount of time it takes for the color conversion process as taught in 
Hirata (col. 7 lines 22-24). 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et al. (US 
Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Hirata (US Patent # 5,210,600) 
[Claim 5] 
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Ochi teaches the following: 

An electronic camera (figure 5:1b) comprising; 

an image-capturing device (figure 5: 1 1) for photographing that captures an image of a subject 
image passing through a taking lens (figure 5: 30a) and outputs image data (col. 3 lines 6-11); 
an image-capturing device for scene analysis (figure 5:12) that is provided at a position 
conjugate with said image capturing device (figure 5: 1 1) for photographing relative to said 
taking lens (figure 5: 30a) and receives light from the subject image to output scene analysis 
image data (col. 3 lines 12-14); 

Ochi fails to teach the following: a detection unit that detects an area having image data that are 
judged to indicate a predetermined color in image data corresponding to a predetermined area of 
said image-capturing device for scene analysis; a gain calculation unit that calculates gain based 
upon a color indicated by the image data in said area detected by said detection unit; and a gain 
adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated by said gain 
calculation unit to the image data output by said images capturing device for photographing . 
However Hirata teaches that it is well known and used in the art to have a detection unit (figure 
1 : 6) that detects an area having image data that are judged to indicate a predetermined color in 
image data corresponding to a predetermined area of said image-capturing device for scene 
analysis (col. 8 lines 9-28); a gain calculation unit (figure 1 : 6) that calculates gain based upon a 
color indicated by the image data in said area detected by said detection unit (col. 13 lines 60-68, 
col. 14 lines 1-19); and a gain adjustment unit (figure 1: 6) that performs gain adjustment by 
applying said gain calculated by said gain calculation unit to the image data output by said 
images capturing device for photographing (col. 13 lines 60-68, col. 14 lines 1-19). Therefore 
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taking the combined teachings of Ochi and Hirata it would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify Ochi to have the above limitations incorporated into 
Ochi as taught by Hirata. Doing so would reduce the amount of time it takes for the color 
conversion process as taught in Hirata (col. 7 lines 22-24). 

5. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et al. 
(US Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Hirata (US Patent # 5,210,600) as applied to claim 5 above in 
further view of Ueda (US Patent # 5,900,860). 
[Claims 8-10] 

Ochi in view of Hirata teach the limitations of claim 5 but fails to teach "a selection unit that 
selects either a first photographing mode suited to white balance adjustment performed by using 
an achromatic color or a second photographing mode suited to white balance adjustment 
performed by using skin color, wherein: a color to be detected by said detection unit is selected 
in correspondence to a photographing mode selected by said selection unit and gain is calculated 
by using image data indicating the selected color". However Ueda teaches that it is well known 
and used in the art that a selection unit that selects either a first photographing mode suited to 
white balance adjustment performed by using an achromatic color or a second photographing 
mode suited to white balance adjustment performed by using skin color (col. 9 lines 37-45, 
figure 6: 20, CPU 102)[First photographing mode is treated as landscape mode and second mode 
as portrait mode]; wherein: a color to be detected by said detection unit is selected in 
correspondence to a photographing mode selected by said selection unit and gain is calculated by 
using image data indicating the selected color". (Figure 13 discloses CPU 102 performs color 
correction based on the color selected, which can be read as color balancing or white balance 
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gain calculation and adjusting unit). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Ochi, Hirata and 
Ueda it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Ochi in view of Hirata to have the above limitations as taught by Ueda. Doing so would provide 
an improved color-conversion device, which can automatically correct its color conversion 
function as taught in Ueda (col. 3 lines 15-20). 

6. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et al. (US 
Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Hirata (US Patent # 5,210,600). 
[Claim 11] 

Ochi teaches the following: 

An electronic camera (figure 5:1b) comprising; 

an image-capturing device (figure 5: 1 1) for photographing that captures an image of a subject 
image passing through a taking lens (figure 5: 30a) and outputs image data (col. 3 lines 6-1 1); 
an image-capturing device for scene analysis (figure 5:12) that is provided at a position 
conjugate with said image capturing device (figure 5: 1 1) for photographing relative to said 
taking lens (figure 5: 30a) and receives light from the subject image to output scene analysis 
image data (col. 3 lines 12-14); 

Ochi fails to teach the following: a conversion unit that converts image data in a predetermined 
area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis to color data in either a first color-related 
coordinate system or a second color-related coordinate system; a gain calculation unit that 
calculates gain based upon the color data resulting from conversion performed by said 
conversion unit; and a gain adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain 
calculated by said gain calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing device 
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for photographing. However Hirata teaches that it is well known and used in the art that a 
conversion unit that converts image data in a predetermined area of said image-capturing device 
for scene analysis to color data in either a first color-related coordinate system or a second 
color-related coordinate system (col. 11 lines 15-25); a gain calculation unit (figure 1: 6) that 
calculates gain based upon the color data resulting from conversion performed by said 
conversion unit (col. 13 lines 60-68, col. 14 lines 1-19); and a gain adjustment unit (figure 1: 6) 
that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated by said gain calculation unit to 
the image data output by said image capturing device for photographing (col. 13 lines 60-68, col. 
14 lines l-19).Therefore taking the combined teachings of Ochi and Hirata it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to modify Ochi to have the above 
limitations as taught in Hirata. Doing so would reduce the amount of time it takes for the color 
conversion process as taught in Hirata (col. 7 lines 22-24). 

7. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et al. 
(US Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Hirata (US Patent # 5,210,600) as applied to claim 1 1 above 
in further view of Ueda (US Patent # 5,900,860). 
[Claim 13-15] 

Ochi in view of Hirata teach the limitations of claim 1 1 but fails to teach "a selection unit that 
selects either a first photographing mode suited to white balance adjustment performed by using 
an achromatic color or a second photographing mode suited to white balance adjustment 
performed by using skin color wherein: said conversion unit converts the image data in the 
predetermined area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis to color data in the first 
coordinate system or the second coordinate system in correspondence to the photographing mode 
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selected by said selection unit . However Ueda teaches that it is well known and used in the art 
that a selection unit that selects either a first photographing mode suited to white balance 
adjustment performed by using an achromatic color or a second photographing mode suited to 
white balance adjustment performed by using skin color (col 9 lines 37-45, figure 6: 20, CPU 
102)[First photographing mode is treated as landscape mode and second mode as portrait mode], 
wherein: said conversion unit converts the image data in the predetermined area of said 
image-capturing device for scene analysis to color data in the first coordinate system or the 
second coordinate system in correspondence to the photographing mode selected by said 
selection unit (col. 8 lines 34-36, figure 8). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Ochi, 
Hirata and Ueda it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Ochi in view of Hirata to have the above limitations as taught by Ueda. Doing so 
would provide an improved color-conversion device, which can automatically correct its color 
conversion function as taught in Ueda (col. 3 lines 15-20). 

8. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et al. (US 
Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Hirata (US Patent # 5,210,600) in further view of Ueda (US 
Patent #5,485,202). 
[Claim 16] 

Ochi teaches the following: 

An electronic camera (figure 5:1b) comprising; 

an image-capturing device (figure 5: 1 1) for photographing that captures an image of a subject 
image passing through a taking lens (figure 5: 30a) and outputs image data (col. 3 lines 6-1 1); 
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an image-capturing device for scene analysis (figure 5:12) that is provided at a position 
conjugate with said image capturing device (figure 5: 1 1) for photographing relative to said 
taking lens (figure 5: 30a) and receives light from the subject image to output scene analysis 
image data (col. 3 lines 12-14); 

Ochi fails to teach the following: a conversion unit that converts image data in a plurality of first 
areas achieved by dividing an image capturing area of said image-capturing device for scene 
analysis into a unit area including a first specific number of pixels, to color data in a first 
color-related coordinate system or converts image data in a plurality of second areas achieved by 
dividing the image-capturing area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis into a unit 
area including a second specific number of pixels, to color data in a second color-related 
coordinate system ; a gain calculation unit that calculates gain using the color data in the first 
coordinate system or the second coordinate system resulting from conversion performed by said 
conversion unit ; and a gain adjustment unit that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain 
calculated by said gain calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing device 
for photographing. However Hirata teaches that it is well known and used in the art to have a 
conversion unit that converts image data in a plurality of first areas achieved by dividing an 
image capturing area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis into a unit area including 
a first specific number of pixels, to color data in a first color-related coordinate system or 
converts image data in a plurality of second areas achieved by dividing the image-capturing area 
of said image-capturing device for scene analysis into a unit area including a second specific 
number of pixels, to color data in a second color-related coordinate system (col. 1 1 lines 15-25); 
a gain calculation (figure 1 : 6) unit that calculates gain using the color data in the first coordinate 
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system or the second coordinate system resulting from conversion performed by said conversion 
unit (col. 13 lines 60-68, col. 14 lines 1-19); and a gain adjustment unit (figure 1: 6) that 
performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated by said gain calculation unit to the 
image data output by said image capturing device for photographing (col. 13 lines 60-68, col. 14 
lines 1-19). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Ochi and Hirata it is obvious to one 
skilled in the art to have the above limitations incorporated into Ochi as taught in Hirata. Doing 
so would allow having an arrangement, which can control and adjust white balance gain as 
taught in Hirata (col. 1 lines 6-9). Ochi in view of Hirata fails to teach that the second number of 
pixels is less than the first number of pixels. However these limitations are well known in the art 
as disclosed in Ueda (figure 2(d) discloses a plurality of areas having a second specific number 
of pixels in a unit area less than the first number of pixels as disclosed in figure 2(c). Therefore 
taking the combined teachings of Ochi, Hirata and Ueda it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to have second number of pixels less than the first number of pixels in order 
would to have an arrangement, which can control and adjust white balance gain as taught in 
Ueda (col. 1 lines 6-9). 

9. Claims 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et al. 
(US Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Hirata (US Patent # 5,210,600) in further view of Ueda (US 
Patent # 5,485,202) as applied to claim 16 above in further view of Ueda (US Patent # 
5,900,860). 
[Claims 17-19] 

Ochi in view of Hirata in further view of Ueda '202 teach the limitations of claim 16 but fails to 
teach "a selection unit that selects either a first photographing mode suited to white balance 
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adjustment performed by using an achromatic color or a second photographing mode suited to 
white balance adjustment performed by using skin color wherein: said conversion unit converts 
said scene analysis image data to color data in the first coordinate system or the second 
coordinate system in correspondence to the photographing mode selected by said selection unit . 
However Ueda '860 teaches that it is well known and used in the art that a selection unit that 
selects either a first photographing mode suited to white balance adjustment performed by using 
an achromatic color or a second photographing mode suited to white balance adjustment 
performed by using skin color (col. 9 lines 37-45, figure 6: 20, CPU 102)[First photographing 
mode is treated as landscape mode and second mode as portrait mode], wherein: said conversion 
unit converts the said scene analysis image data to color data in the first coordinate system or the 
second coordinate system in correspondence to the photographing mode selected by said 
selection unit (col. 8 lines 34-36, figure 8). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Ochi, 
Hirata, Ueda '202 and Ueda '860 it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify Ochi in view of Hirata in further view of Ueda '202 to have the above 
limitations as taught by Ueda '860. Doing so would provide an improved color-conversion 
device, which can automatically correct its color conversion function as taught in Ueda '860 (col. 
3 lines 15-20). 

10. Claims 20, 23, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et 
al. (US Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Yamamoto et al. (US Patent # 5,541,649). 
[Claim 20] 

Ochi teaches the following: 

An electronic camera (figure 5:1b) comprising; 
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an image-capturing device (figure 5:11) that captures an image of a subject image passing 
through a taking lens (figure 5: 30a) and outputs image data (col. 3 lines 6-1 1); 
a color temperature detection unit (figure 4: 15) that is provided at a position conjugate with said 
image-capturing device relative to the taking lens and receives light of the subject image to 
detect color temperature information [It is obvious to one skilled in the art that the color 
temperature detection unit is provided at a position conjugate with said image-capturing device 
in the camera]; 

Ochi fails to teach the following: a gain calculation unit that detects skin color based on the color 
temperature information detected by said color temperature detection unit for a predetermined 
area in a photographic field to calculate gain by using the skin color; and a gain adjustment unit 
that performs gain adjustment by applying said gain calculated at said gain calculation unit to the 
image data output by said image capturing device. However Yamamoto teaches that it is well 
known and used in the art to have a gain calculation unit (figure 1: 4) that detects skin color 
based on the color temperature information detected by said color temperature detection unit for 
a predetermined area in a photographic field to calculate gain by using the skin color (col. 7 lines 
11-14); and a gain adjustment unit (figure 1 : 4) that performs gain adjustment by applying said 
gain calculated at said gain calculation unit to the image data output by said image capturing 
device ( figure 1 is a white balance gain adjustment process in which the white balance gain 
calculator 4 also adjusts gain calculated at said gain calculation unit as taught in col. 1 lines 44- 
48). Therefore taking the combined teachings of Ochi and Yamamoto it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to modify Ochi to have the above 
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limitations as taught by Yamamoto. Doing so would prevent the false evaluation of chromatic 
signals as achromatic signals as taught in Yamamoto (col. 2 lines 22-25). 
[Claim 23] 

An electronic camera according to claim 20, further comprising: a photometering unit 
(Yamamoto, figure 1 : 7) that detects a brightness level of the subject image in a plurality of areas 
in the photographic field (Yamamoto, col. 4 lines 25-28); and 

a photometering area selection unit that selects a photometering area where a photometering 
operation is to be performed by said photometering unit among the plurality of areas, wherein: 
said gain calculation unit (Yamamoto, figure 1 : 4) detects skin color based on the color 
temperature information detected by said color temperature detection unit for the photometering 
area selected by said photometering area selection unit to calculate gain using the skin color 
(Yamamoto, col. 7 lines 11-14). 
[Claim 24] 

An electronic camera according to claim 20, wherein: 

said gain calculation unit calculates gain based upon a predetermined color if the skin color 
cannot be detected (col. 7 lines 9-14)[Based on yellow and green the gain can be calculated]. 

11. Claims 21, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ochi et al. 
(US Patent # 5,764,285) in view of Yamamoto et al. (US Patent # 5,541,649) as applied to claim 
20 above in further view of Sugiura et al. (JP Patent # 406121332A). 
[Claim 21] 
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Ochi in view of Yamamoto teaches the limitations of claim 20 but fails to teach "a focal point 
detection unit that detects a focal adjustment state of the taking lens in a plurality of areas within 
the photographic field; a focal point detection area selection unit that selects a detection area in 
which detection is performed by said focal point detection unit among the plurality of areas; and 
a lens drive unit that drives the taking lens to a focus position based upon the focal adjustment 
state detected by said focal point detection unit , wherein: said gain calculation unit detects skin 
color based on the color temperature information detected by the color temperature detection unit 
for the detection area selected by said focal point detection area selection unit to calculate gain 
using the skin color". However Sugiura teaches that it well known in the art to have a focal point 
detection unit that detects a focal adjustment state of the taking lens in a plurality of areas within 
the photographic field [The abstract discloses an auto-focus]; a focal point detection area 
selection unit that selects a detection area in which detection is performed by said focal point 
detection unit among the plurality of areas [A specific area is detected for auto-focusing]; and a 
lens drive unit that drives the taking lens to a focus position based upon the focal adjustment 
state detected by said focal point detection unit [Official Notice is taken of the fact that it is 
common to do focus adjustment by driving a lens unit in order to bring the object in focus], 
wherein: said gain calculation unit detects skin color based on the color temperature information 
detected by the color temperature detection unit for the detection area selected by said focal point 
detection area selection unit to calculate gain using the skin color" .[ The abstract teaches that the 
automatic gain control unit calculates gain using by detecting a skin-color or a human face in a 
particular area which is also used for focus adjustment]. Therefore taking the combined teachings 
of Ochi and Sugiura it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
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invention to modify Ochi to have the above limitations as taught by Sugiura. Doing so would 
prevent an erroneous recording when a person is not projected during a remote control 
photographing as evidenced in Sugiura (Abstract). 
[Claim 22] 

An electronic camera according to claim 21, wherein: said gain calculation unit calculates gain 
by using the skin color detected at a point in time at which said lens drive unit completes the 
focal adjustment drive and said gain adjustment unit performs gain adjustment by applying the 
gain to the image data output by said image-capturing device [Abstract]. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 6, 7 and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

a) As for claim 6, the prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggests presence of an area 
having image data judged to indicate an achromatic color among a plurality of first areas 
achieved by dividing an image-capturing area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis 
into a unit area including a first specific number of pixels; and (2) presence of an area having 
image data judged to indicate skin color among a plurality of second areas achieved by dividing 
the image-capturing area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis into a unit area 
including a second specific number of pixels which is smaller than the first specific number 

b) Claim 7 is dependent upon claim 6. 
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c) As for claim 12, the prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggests a conversion unit 
converts; 

(1) image data in a plurality of first areas achieved by dividing an image-capturing area of said 
image-capturing device for scene analysis into a unit area including to a first specific number of 
pixels, to color data in the first coordinate system; and 

(2) converts image data in a plurality of second areas achieved by dividing the image-capturing 
area of said image-capturing device for scene analysis into a unit area including a second specific 
number of pixels that is smaller than the first specific number, to color data in the second 
coordinate system. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Yogesh K Aggarwal whose telephone number is (703) 305-0346. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5: 30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's primary 
examiner, Vu Le can be reached (703) 308-6613. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
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